
 

 

AXA announces senior executive appointments, sets up a 
Global Business Line for its Health insurance business 
worldwide 
 
 Thomas Buberl is appointed CEO of the newly created Global Business Line for the Health 

business and joins the Group’s Management Committee 
 Jean-Louis Laurent Josi is appointed CEO of AXA Asia and joins the Group’s Management 

Committee 
 Jacques de Peretti is appointed President and CEO of AXA Life Japan and joins the Group’s 

Executive Committee  
 
These appointments will be effective March 1st, 2015. 

As an organization that is continuously looking to improve and better address the needs of its clients and 
business, the AXA Group announces today a number of senior executive appointments and the creation 
of a new Global Business Line for its Health insurance activities.  

Jean-Louis Laurent Josi, currently President and CEO of AXA Life Japan, is appointed CEO of AXA 
Asia, reporting to Henri de Castries, Chairman and CEO of AXA. AXA Asia brings together the Group’s 
Life & Savings, Health, and Property & Casualty operations across Asia, including China, India, Hong 
Kong and South-East Asia (but excluding Japan). It generated €2.9 billion of revenues and 22% of AXA’s 
new business value in 2013. He succeeds Mike Bishop, a member of the Executive Committee, who has 
decided to leave the Group.  
Jean-Louis Laurent Josi also joins the Group’s Management Committee.  
 
Jacques de Peretti, CEO of AXA Particuliers/Professionels at AXA France, is appointed President and 
CEO of AXA Life Japan, reporting to Henri de Castries. With annual revenues of over €5 billion, AXA 
Japan is the Group’s fifth largest Life & Savings operation, with a strong focus on Protection & Health. 
Jacques de Peretti also joins the Group’s Executive Committee. 

Commenting on these appointments, Henri de Castries said “I would like to extend a very warm thank 
you to Mike Bishop. Under his leadership, Asia has been one of the main growth engines of the Group 
and Mike was instrumental in structuring our efforts in the region. I am sorry to see him go and wish him 
the very best in his future projects.” 

AXA 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
PARIS, 3 DECEMBER 2014 



 
 

AXA – PRESS RELEASE 

 

“Jean-Louis Laurent Josi joined AXA Life Japan just before the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, a 
time during which he and his executive team showed remarkable leadership and courage in supporting 
our clients and staff. Over the last 4 years, Jean-Louis and his team have done a tremendous job in 
transforming AXA Life Japan and putting it on track for profitable growth. I am sure that together with our 
committed teams across Asia, he will continue the journey to reinforce AXA Asia’s position as a leading 
composite insurer in the region.” 

“I am also very happy to have Jacques de Peretti as the new President and CEO of AXA Life Japan. 
Jacques is surely one of the most seasoned insurance professionals in France and Europe and has 
been instrumental in the success and transformation of our French business during his 13 years at AXA 
France’s Executive Committee. I know he will successfully lead AXA Japan into a new phase of its 
development.” 

The AXA Group also announces today the creation of a Global Business Line for its Health insurance 
business that will be led by Thomas Buberl, reporting to Henri de Castries. It is the Group’s third 
global business line - the two others being the Property & Casualty and Life & Savings global business 
lines. Upon his appointment, Thomas Buberl also joins the Group’s Management Committee. As CEO of 
AXA Germany, he continues to report to Jacques de Vaucleroy, CEO for AXA’s Northern, Central and 
Eastern Europe region and Global Head of Life & Savings. 

With revenues of €11 billion in 2013, the AXA Group is the 3rd largest player in the global Health 
insurance business (excluding the US), with one of the most diversified footprints in both mature and 
emerging markets. This new Global Business Line will be based in Paris and share resources with AXA 
Global Life & Savings. 

Henri de Castries also declared: “Health insurance is at the core of our mission to protect our clients by 
delivering care and wellbeing. We are convinced that a specialized Global Business Line will help us 
combine focus and a global approach to our Health business, to better leverage our existing expertise 
and address the growing needs we see across the world. Thomas Buberl, as Chairman of the Global 
Health Board, has already very actively contributed to the development of our Health strategy. His 
leadership and excellent track record at AXA Germany make him the ideal person to lead this new 
initiative.” 

“I am very confident that the Management and Executive Committees, as well as the Group overall will 
benefit from these appointments. The depth of our management bench is a long-term competitive 
advantage for AXA and we will continue to focus intensively on attracting and nurturing the best talent in 
our industry,” concluded Henri de Castries. 
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The composition of AXA’s Management Committee and Executive Committee will reflect these changes 
from March 1st, 2015 and are available on http://www.axa.com/en/governance/structure/management  
 
Biographies  
 
Thomas Buberl 
Thomas Buberl joined AXA in the beginning of 2012 as CEO of AXA Germany. He came from Zurich Financial Services (ZFS) 
where he had been CEO for Switzerland. Before joining ZFS, Thomas had worked for the Winterthur Group from 2005 to 2008 
as member of the management board of Winterthur in Switzerland, first as Chief Operating Officer and then as Chief Marketing 
and Distribution Officer.  
Before joining Winterthur, he worked at the Boston Consulting Group from 2000 to 2005 as a consultant for the banking & 
insurance sector - in Germany and abroad.  
Thomas holds a “Diplomkaufmann” degree from WHU Koblenz, Germany, a MBA from Lancaster University, UK and a PhD in 
Economics from the University of St.Gallen, Switzerland. In 2008 Thomas was nominated as a Young Global Leader by the 
World Economic Forum. 
 
Jean-Louis Laurent Josi 
Jean-Louis Laurent Josi joined the AXA Group with Winterthur’s integration in 2006 to manage as a member of the Executive 
Committee AXA Belgium’s multi-distribution activity. He was previously managing director and COO of a Belgian bank, before 
being in charge of Life Underwriting, and then of Retail & SME for Winterthur-Europe Assurances. In 2008 he was appointed 
CEO of AXA Gulf.  
Jean-Louis Laurent Josi holds a postgraduate degree in actuarial sciences from the Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, 
and a MBA from the College of Insurance in New York. 
 
Jacques de Peretti 
Jacques joined the AXA Group with the UAP merge in 1996. He managed different AXA France regions, before joining the AXA 
France Executive Committee in 2001 and being appointed CEO of AXA Courtage (the former broker dedicated company of AXA 
France) in 2001, CEO of AXA Entreprises (theAXA France entity dedicated to the SME segment) in 2003, CEO of AXA 
Particuliers/Professionnels (the AXA France entity dedicated to the retail and self-employed segments) in 2009. He has been 
Chairman of the French non-life Insurance Organization since 2006, Chairman of AXA Protection Juridique since 2010 and 
Chairman of AXA Banque since 2012. 
Jacques de Peretti is a graduate of Ecole Polytechnique of Paris, Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Aeronautique et de l'Espace of 
Toulouse (France), and the Institut d'Etudes Politiques of Toulouse (France). He holds a Master of sciences from Stanford 
University (USA) and a post graduate degree in actuarial sciences from the Institut des Actuaires Francais. 
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IMPORTANT LEGAL INFORMATION AND CAUTIONARY STATEMENTS CONCERNING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS  
 
Certain statements contained herein are forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, statements that are predictions of or indicate future events, trends, plans or objectives. Undue reliance 
should not be placed on such statements because, by their nature, they are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Please refer to the section “Cautionary statements” in page 2 of AXA’s 
Document de Référence for the year ended December 31, 2013, for a description of certain important factors, risks and uncertainties that may affect AXA’s business. AXA undertakes no obligation to 
publicly update or revise any of these forward-looking statements, whether to reflect new information, future events or circumstances or otherwise. 

 
ABOUT THE AXA GROUP 

The AXA Group is a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 157,000 employees serving 102 million clients in 56 countries. In 2013, IFRS 
revenues amounted to Euro 91.2 billion and IFRS underlying earnings to Euro 4.7 billion. AXA had Euro 1,113 billion in assets under management as of 
December 31, 2013. 

The AXA ordinary share is listed on compartment A of Euronext Paris under the ticker symbol CS (ISN FR 0000120628 – Bloomberg: CS FP – Reuters: 
AXAF.PA). AXA’s American Depository Share is also quoted on the OTC QX platform under the ticker symbol AXAHY. 

The AXA Group is included in the main international SRI indexes, such as Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) and FTSE4GOOD. 

It is a founding member of the UN Environment Programme’s Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) Principles for Sustainable Insurance and a signatory of the UN 
Principles for Responsible Investment. 

 
THIS PRESS RELEASE IS AVAILABLE ON THE AXA GROUP WEBSITE 
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