
 

 

AXA, IFC and the World Bank join forces to bolster role of 
insurance in making roads safer 
 

 Road traffic injuries are a global public health and development problem, killing over    
1.2 million people per year and injuring 20-50 million more, according to the World Bank 
and the World Health Organization 

 AXA, IFC and the World Bank are co-organizing a key panel composed of senior 
insurance executives and policymakers during the 2nd Global High Level Conference on 
Road Safety, that starts today in Brasilia, to discuss the role of insurance in promoting 
road safety especially in low to middle income countries  

 A joint statement of participating insurance firms in the Insurance and Road Safety Panel 
at the 2nd High Level Conference on Road Safety, Brasilia 2015 will be published 
following the panel  

 Promoting road safety is crucial for AXA, as it plays a role across the whole value chain: 
from prevention and education to better protecting clients from road risks and 
researching those risks to always meet clients’ needs and their evolutions 

 

Road traffic injuries are a global public health and development problem, killing over 1.2 million people 

per year and injuring 20-50 million more, according to the World Bank and the World Health 

Organization. Without appropriate action, these numbers will rise dramatically, particularly in low and 

middle income countries. This has an enormous economic impact, costing the countries 1 to 5 percent of 

their GDP every year.  

 

It is within this context that the “2nd Global High Level Conference on Road Safety: Time for results” was 

kicked off yesterday in Brasilia, bringing together over 1,500 participants from 150 countries. It is a 

unique moment for United Nations (UN) member states to accelerate the momentum around the UN 

Decade of Action for Road Safety, and the commitments to the Road Safety Targets in the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals to halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road accidents 

by 2020. 

 

With a wealth of knowledge and experience in gathering and analyzing data on road traffic accidents, the 

insurance industry has developed public-private partnerships to help build road safety institutions (Road 

Safety Agency, Guarantee funds, etc.) while also contributing to road safety education, reducing the 

economic costs of road deaths, improving the post-crash care for families and relatives.  
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AXA – PRESS RELEASE 

 

That is why AXA, IFC and the World Bank are co-organizing a key panel composed of senior insurance 

executives and policymakers. A fundamental goal of the UN Decade is to support and implement the 

growth of appropriate road user insurance systems. The record of implementation of 3rd party insurance 

schemes in low and middle income countries for road safety remains mixed, and has not advanced as 

quickly as other areas since the Decade of Action began. 

 

The goal of the panel is also for the insurance sector to discuss, along with senior officials from 

developing countries and the World Bank and IFC, the critical issues surrounding the role of the 

insurance industry in enhancing road safety and helping achieve the UN road safety targets. Participants 

will include:  

- Jean-Laurent Granier, Member of the AXA Management Committee, CEO of Global P&C 
- Francis Meja, Executive Director of the Kenya National Transport Safety Authority 
- Andrew Bradley, President of the Global Road Safety Partnership 
- Karla Gonzalez-Carvajal, manager at World Bank and former Minister for Transport of Costa Rica 
- Rodrigo Belloube, CEO of Munich Re Brazil 
- Eduardo Dal Ri, Vice President of Auto Insurance at SulAmerica. 
- Jesús Monclus, Director of Road Safety at the MAPFRE foundation 
- Serap Gonulal, financial sector expert at the World Bank 
 

The panel will be followed by a Q&A with the public. Following the panel, the participating insurance 

firms will issue a joint statement confirming their commitment to the success of the UN Decade of Action 

and the Road Safety targets, and highlighting the key role of the insurance industry in supporting their 

achievement. 

 

This panel is an extension of a successful collaboration on road safety initiated last year in collaboration 

with IFC and the World Bank, leveraging the expertise of both organizations to develop innovative 

approaches that enhance road safety and strengthen private sector engagement. The partnership 

engaged in the successful piloting of a Road Safety Hackathon in Kerala, India, which attracted close to 

200 IT professionals, and generated innovative ideas to respond to challenges specific to the local road 

traffic situation.  

 

AXA closely works with the World Bank’s Global Road Safety Facility, a global partnership program 

administered by the World Bank that was established in 2006 with a mission to help address the growing 

crisis of road traffic deaths and injuries in developing countries. The Facility provides funding, 

knowledge, and technical assistance that enhances work in the transport sector and leverages road 

safety investments. 

 

http://www.axa.com/lib/axa/uploads/road-safety/Joint_Statement_Insurance_and_Road_Safety_Panel_Brasilia_20151119.pdf


 
 

 

AXA – PRESS RELEASE 

 

“We are very proud to organize this panel with the International Finance Corporation and the World 

Bank. By leveraging on our knowledge and expertise as well as on our financial and human assets, AXA 

aims to improve road Safety in emerging markets. In recent years, AXA has been very supportive of 

numerous initiatives around road safety prevention including engaging institutional relations with 

authorities, raising awareness and educating the most sensitive public, supporting studies and 

researches on the topic, improving customers relationship and designing dedicated products”, comments 

Jean-Laurent Granier, Chief Executive Officer of the Mediterranean and Latin America Region business 

unit, Chairman & Chief Executive Officer of AXA Global P&C. 

 

Dimitris Tsitsiragos, IFC Vice President, added: “The IFC-World Bank-AXA partnership helps catalyze 

the positive development role of insurance, which includes crowding in ideas and investments that can 

contribute to safer roads and economic benefits for people, governments and companies alike.” 

 

More info available here: http://www.roadsafetybrazil.com.br/en  

 

The World Bank Group: The World Bank Group, the largest financier of development projects around 

the world, supports developing countries' efforts to reduce poverty and boost shared prosperity. It 

provides lending, technical assistance and advisory services to a variety of stakeholders, including the 

private sector. For more information, please visit: www.worldbank.org, www.ifc.org.  

 

 

IMPORTANT LEGAL INFORMATION AND CAUTIONARY STATEMENTS CONCERNING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS  
 

Certain statements contained herein are forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, statements that are predictions of or indicate future events, trends, plans or objectives. Undue reliance 
should not be placed on such statements because, by their nature, they are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Please refer to the section “Cautionary statements” in page 2 of AXA’s 
Document de Référence for the year ended December 31, 2013, for a description of certain important factors, risks and uncertainties that may affect AXA’s business. AXA undertakes no obligation to 
publicly update or revise any of these forward-looking statements, whether to reflect new information, future events or circumstances or otherwise. 

 

ABOUT THE AXA GROUP 

The AXA Group is a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 161,000 employees serving 103 million clients in 59 countries. In 2014, IFRS 

revenues amounted to Euro 92.0 billion and IFRS underlying earnings to Euro 5.1 billion. AXA had Euro 1,277 billion in assets under management as of 

December 31, 2014. 

The AXA ordinary share is listed on compartment A of Euronext Paris under the ticker symbol CS (ISN FR 0000120628 – Bloomberg: CS FP – Reuters: 

AXAF.PA). AXA’s American Depository Share is also quoted on the OTC QX platform under the ticker symbol AXAHY. 

The AXA Group is included in the main international SRI indexes, such as Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) and FTSE4GOOD. 

It is a founding member of the UN Environment Programme’s Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) Principles for Sustainable Insurance and a signatory of the UN 

Principles for Responsible Investment. 

 

 

 

THIS PRESS RELEASE IS AVAILABLE ON THE AXA GROUP WEBSITE 

www.axa.com 
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